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ARKANA COLLEGE NEWSLETTER 

ARKANA PULSE - The Arkana College Newsletter  Week 10, Term Three 2025 

KEY DATES 
 
13/10 Staff PD Day 
14/10 Term 4 commenc-
es, all students PreK—
Yr.6 
17/10 SRC nominations 
close 
22-23/10 Yr.6 Gold Coast 
27-31/10 K-4 Learn to 
Swim 
06/11 PIP Expo 
19-21/11 Yr. 5/6 Camp 
18/11 Hijab party 
02/12 EOY Assembly 
03/12 PreK graduation 
04/12 Robotics nationals 
08/12 Yr. 6 graduation 
11/12 End of year picnic 
and last day of school 
02/02/26 First day of 
school K-6 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 
As we complete the final stretch of what has been another remarkable school term, I 
want to take a moment to reflect on the incredible journey we’ve shared over the last 
three terms here at Arkana College. 
What we have built together is far more than a school community, it is a thriving culture 
embedded in care, courage, determination, connection, and humility. 
These values have not only defined who we are but have also shaped the character of 
each and every student at our school. 
From  the classrooms to our rich and diverse co curricular programs, the determination 
shown by our young students, to succeed in all areas of school life has been nothing 
short of inspiring. 
We are especially proud of those who represent our school across a wide array of      
pursuits including debating, public speaking, sport and recently our robotics teams who 
once again exceeded all expectations at the world robotics finals in Japan. These 
achievements speaks volumes about the strength of character and forward thinking 
mindset being cultivated in our school. 
Term three was also a time for several  special events including incursions and activities 
for Numeracy/Literacy week and Science week , art workshops as well as our Book 
Week character parade, Palestine Al Quds Day  
Our outreach programs included cooking for disadvantaged families and engaging with 
those living with a disability. 
It is this holistic learning experience at Arkana College which gives our students a unique 
education which prepares them to be responsible citizens with a local and global 
worldview with a proud identity as Muslim Australians.  
As we conclude another eventful term I convey our best wishes to all students, staff and 
families for a safe and enjoyable spring holiday.  
 
 
Mr. Karolia 
Principal 

Team Arkana the world robotics finals in Osaka, Japan 
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URC World Robotics Finals— Japan  

Our robotics teams have exceeded all expectations by finishing eighth and tenth  in the world finals, whilst 
securing our highest ever international competition points. We congratulate all students and their teachers 
Mr. Kayal and Ms. Rizk who deliver robotics in addition to their teaching duties in their free time during re-
cess/lunch. Students also had the opportunity to visit iconic locations in Tokyo, Osaka, Kyoto, Kpbe and Nara, 
discovering a new culture and it’s diverse attractions and landscapes. Our students were outstanding ambas-
sadors of our school, community and country. We warmly thank all our sponsors for their support Our 
warmest appreciation is also extended to parents and family members who joined the trip, we loved your 
company! We look forward to the nationals later this year and if we qualify to the world finals in 2026  
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ROBOTICS 

Celebrating Zayn Nasreddine of Yr 5 who 
came 2nd in Australia in the URC virtual 
robotics challenge for students in primary 
schools. Zayn was also a leading member of 
our world finals team in Japan. 
First place in the High School division was 
Ilyas Tabikh who graduated from our Yr 6 
cohort in 2024. Ilyas is  currently in Yr 7 at 
Amity College and we are equally proud of 
him. Ilyas made 2 trips to Japan with our 
robotics teams and it’s encouraging to see 
what he learnt at Arkana continue to be a 

Our 2025 campaign for the URC Robotics 
World Finals was formally launched by 
Georges River Council Mayor Elise Borg 
along with our sponsors.  
Our robotics team delivered a             
demonstration and plaques were handed 
out to each of our sponsors 
AAG Infrastructure 
Salaam Foundation 
Human Appeal International 
MCCA 
ICTechnology 
Gridware 
Amana OSHC 
Ultimate Security 
Faz Uniforms 

Salaam and Salaam Foundation founder 
and Managing Director Professor Talal 
Yassine and Emma Barett of Russel          
Investments visited our robotics teams for 
a demonstration and to learn more about 
the program.  
Salaam  have been a major partner of our    
robotics program and other initiatives    
including debating, homeless outreach   
program and our cricket program. We are 
thrilled to announce that Salaam have com-
mitted to another three years in supporting 
initiatives at Arkana College. 
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Yr 6 FINANCIAL LITERACY PROGRAM 

 A warm welcome to former Arkana student 
Seif Zaki who recently delivered a financial 
literacy workshop with his colleague Humzah 
Yassine from Salaam as part of our transition 
to HS program with Yr 6.  
Seif and Humzah are both completing their 
Business/Law degrees and Yr 6 found the 
session both informative and engaging.  
Seif embodies all the qualities we wish to see 
in our Arkana alumni, it was a pleasure hav-
ing both Seif and Humzah at Arkana College. 
Transition to High School is an important 
part of the Arkana Yr. 6 experience.  

MATHS and ART INCURSION 

During Literacy/Numeracy week students enjoyed a 
maths incursion with activities and problem solving 
tasks to match syllabus outcomes for each year level. 
The day made maths both engaging and memorable 
for all!  

Renowned artist Matthew Lin visited Arkana College 
for Yr. 3-Yr. 6 to conduct art workshops as aligned 
with the Creative and Practical  Arts syllabus out-
comes. Students really enjoyed the workshops and 
Matthews captivating style of delivery.  
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ATHLETICS 

Celebrating Jacob Refai of Yr 6!  
Jacob won first place in discus at our school athletics 
carnival as well as the ASISSA zone athletics carnival 
where he came first from dozens of independent 
school from across Sydney. This qualified Jacob for 
CISNSW where he placed 7th from ALL independent 
schools in NSW! This is a significant achievement and 
we are all very proud of Jacob! 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

Our senior rugby league team had another success-
ful event with two wins, a loss and a draw in the St. 
George NRL Gala Day. Congratulations to the boys 
and their coach, Sh Taha.  

DEBATING 

NSW HARMONY CUP 

Seven Arkana students were selected to represent NSW in 
Futsal and Basketball bat the Combined Islamic Schools na-
tional tournament in QLD. Congratulations Amara Deeb, 
Zeinab Nasreddine, Jasiya Arja, Imaan Williams, Yusef 
Jomaa, Abdul Karim Dargham, Malik Chebli 

Our debating 
teams continued 
another stellar 
season with re-
markable season 
both hosting 
schools as well as 
at away events. 
Congratulations 
to Ms. Melligi 
and her talented 
debaters! 
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Book Week Character Parade 

PALESTINE AL QUDS DAY  

The 2025 Palestine Al Quds Day was a 
special event with a large number of 
parents attending in attendance. 
Students impressed with presentations 
and performances. 
The purpose of our 17th Palestine Al 
Quds Day is not just a fundraiser. It is to 
establish in future generations a strong 
love and connection to Al Aqsa Al Sharif 
and its humbling to see even the young 
ones in PreK show such spirit.  
It was a day to celebrate Palestinian his-
tory, culture, food, dress and it’s central 
place in the Islamic faith. We also 
showed solidarity and empathy to vic-
tims of the current conflict.  

The 2025 Book Week Character Parade was another memorable event with students, staff and a growing number of parents 
dressing as their favourite book characters for a truly special occasion! Special thanks to our three community judges! 


