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ARKANA COLLEGE NEWSLETTER 

ARKANA PULSE - The Arkana College Newsletter  Week 5, Term One 2025 

KEY DATES 
 
10/3 Ramadan Quran 
competition starts 
 
12/3 NAPLAN begins for 
Yr. 3 and Yr. 5 
 
14/3 Parent Council 
School Iftar 
 
31/3-1/4 Eid Al Fitr 
(school closed) 
 
08/04 PreK –Yr. 6 assem-
blies 
 
10/04 Last Day Term One 
 
11/04 Parent/Teacher 
interviews (Pupil Free 
Day ) 
 
29/04 Term Two begins 
all students PreK—Yr. 6 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

It has  been a busy yet enjoyable term one for students and staff at Arkana 
College. I have been more than impressed at the energy and commitment 
of students inside and outside of the classroom as they applied themselves 
to their lessons, sport and a wide range of special events.  
It’s been particularly wonderful to welcome new students and staff as we 
transition to a two stream school in 2025 with a second Kindergarten and 
Yr. 1 class.  
We were pleased to deliver grocery hampers for Ramadan to recently     
arrived Gazan refugee families from the conflict as well as other  vulnerable 
local families. The initiative reminded us during the month of Ramadan of 
the importance of community and the principle of giving to others. We 
thank all those who participated, particularly our families who donated so 
generously and students who packed the hampers with our partners at 
Lighthouse Community Services and other volunteers including Canterbury 
Bankstown Mayor Bilal El Hayek 
 Our commitment to STEM and robotics continues, we are the current pri-
mary school national champions and we are preparing our campaign to the 
world finals in Japan later this year. We are thrilled to have recently opened 
a dedicated STEM/Robotics classroom with space and facilities.  
Our senior girls’ basketball team won the Harmony Cup finals and students 
enjoyed a wonderful swimming carnival with some very competitive races 
in the heats and finals. 
I conclude by wishing students and staff a happy and safe remainder of 
Ramadan and a very warm Eid Mubarak to the entire Arkana College com-
munity, may it be a blessed and reflective time for 
all. 
 
Mr. Karolia 
Principal 
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SWIMMING CARNIVAL 

Yr. 3-6 students, staff and parents en-
joyed our swimming carnival at the 
Hurstville Aquatic Centre with several 
students making qualification times to 
enter the ASISSA zone carnival! 

Harmony Cup Basketball Grand Final 

Our senior girls team are the Islamic 
schools champions after a close win 
over Malek Fahd Islamic School in the 
harmony Cup Grand Final to be the 
20025 Basketball champions! 
Congratulations  to the girls and their 
coaches, Mr. Ali and Ms. Rizk. 
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CHARITY SERVICE 

Charity Service  is a student led initiative where stu-
dents can raise funds for a charity of their choice lo-
cally or around the world. It teaches empathy and 
encourages students to make a difference in the lives 
of others.  
 
Students may sell items or arrange games/
competitions which may need a gold coin fee to enter.  
 
Well done to Yr. 4 girls and  Yr. 6 boys for their char-
ity initiatives this Ramadan! 

World Hijab Day  

Arkana College celebrated World Hijab Day 
earlier this term to show support and     soli-
darity for women to have the right to wear 
hijab anywhere and everywhere in the world 
and be free from any type of harassment or 
discrimination.  
 
Girls were encouraged to wear a hijab of their 
choice and colour for the day! 
 
Girls who don’t usually wear the hijab were 
encouraged to do so to build understanding, 
empathy and show pride and confidence in 
their faith identity. 
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New Flags Ceremony  

Our amazing school captaincy team and 
prefects recently received our new flags 
for 2025. As part of their civics  duties 
our student leaders will raise the flags 
each Monday and bring them down 
each Friday. 

Wellbeing - Wise Up Program 

The Wise  Up Program  is a wellbeing 
initiative delivered by police and     
community groups to mentor young 
people to be more confident, more 
respectful and to make better choices.  
 
After 15 years of the program Arkana 
College became the first ever primary 
school to be part of the program.  
 
We thank Campsie and St George Police 
Command, Canterbury Bankstown 
Mayor  Bilal El Hayek who  presented 
on leadership, community figure Ah-
mad Hraichie who presented on resili-
ence. The GWS Giants  and Build Alpha 
Kids who presented  on healthy lifestyle 
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St George Illawarra Dragons Visit  

The St. George Illawarra Dragons recently 
visited the school to deliver workshops to 
Yr. 4-6 on bullying and empathy for oth-
ers.  
 
Students also participated in rugby league 
skills drills with the players.  

Yr. 6 Wellbeing Day  

Year 6 Wellbeing Day at Narrabeen  
 
What a fantastic day of adventure and person-
al growth at our Year 6 Wellbeing Day at Nar-
rabeen! Students were challenged to test their 
patience, resilience, and teamwork through a 
range of exciting activities, including canoeing, 
swimming, and archery tag.   
 
While there may have been more capsized 
canoes than meters gained, the spirit of perse-
verance and laughter made it a truly memora-
ble experience for all. A huge well done to our 
students for embracing every challenge with 
enthusiasm! 
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RAMADAN GROCERY DRIVE 

Arkana College partnered with Lighthouse Community 
Services  for a grocery drive to provide urgent hampers 
for recently arrived refugees from Gaza, and Lebanon, 
the elderly and other vulnerable families. Each hamper 
was packed with essential grocery items and sanitary 
products.  
 
We are grateful to Lighthouse Community Services for 
the opportunity, their volunteers for assisting,  Canter-
bury Bankstown mayor Bilal El Hayek, community fig-
ures Ahmed Hraichie  and Steve Dabliz and parent vol-
unteer  Sandra Salameh helping our kids pack    ham-
pers and parent volunteer Dino Ceranic for delivering 
to the homes of those in need on the first day of Rama-
dan.  Special mention to The Nutroasters  in  Belmore 
for their large delivery of grocery items.  
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